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tendency of the whole Christian faith to a far more intense
love than the world could comprehend, as well as in the
express charge to love one another; 2d, in the strong com-
pressing power of external affliction, and of persecution too
certainly anticipated. The little flock, turned out to face a
wide world of storms, naturally drew close together, Over
and above the indefeasible hostility of the world to a spiritual
morality, there was the bigotry of Judaical superstition on
the one hand, and the bigotry of Paganism on the other.
All this would move in mass against nascent Christianity, so
soon as that moved; and well, therefore, might the instincts
of the Early Christians instruct them to act in the very
closest concert and communion.

2.   st These men are despisers of riches, and so very com-
municative as raises our admiration.    Nor is there any one
to be found among them who hath more than another; every
one's possessions are intermingled with every other's possessions,
and  so   there is,  as it were, one patrimony   among  all  the
brethren."

In this account of the "communicativeness," as to tem-
poral wealth, of the third sect, it is hardly necessary that we
should point out the mirror which it holds up to the habits
of the very first Christians in Jerusalem, as we see them
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. This, the primary
record of Christian History (for even the disciples were not
in any full sense Christians until after the resurrection and
the Divine afflatus), is echoed afterwards in various stages of
Primitive Christianity. But all these subsequent acts and
monuments of early Christian faith were derived by imita-
tion and by sympathy from the apostolic - precedent in
Jerusalem; as that again was derived from the " common
purse " carried by the twelve disciples.

3.   " They have no certain city, but many of them dwell in
every city; and, if any of their sect come from other places,
what they find lies open for them just as if it were their own :
and they go in to such as they never knew before, as if they had
been ever so long acquainted with them."

All Christian antiquity illustrates and bears witness to
this, as a regular and avowed Christian habit. To this
habit point St. Paul's expression of "given to hospitality" ;